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EMILY H O
D o m e s t i c s  St A c c i d e n t s
A Roadmap
i.
Some w or ds  are pebbles  
and  old grass.
Some fill the  ro o m  like a road.
ii.
I press y o u r  w ord s  in t o  maps.
Fold t h e m  so y o u r  ches t  be n d s  
and the  road  ru ns  t h r o u g h  you .
iii.
At n ig h t  I leave
our  s leep ing  c h i ld re n  in the  yard  
so I can run the road across their backs. 
So I can be chi ld less  a nd  dark.
iv.
I gravel  up  
at the  shou lder .
N ever  go anywhere .
v.
I f  the  w o r ld  s t o p p e d  s p i n n i n g  
we w o u l d  all be heavy a n d  seasick.  
T h e n  it w o u l d n ’t be jus t  me.
vi.
T h e  road  makes  a s o u n d  
l ike e v e ry th in g  is c o m i n g  
a nd  th e n  i t ’s gone .
S o m e t i m e s  I do.
